2009 Wednesday Lenten Readings
March 4, 2009
Matthew 6:5-15 (New International VVersion)

>"And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the
synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have
received their reward in full. °But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and
pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret,
will reward you. "And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think
they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father
knows what you need before you ask him.

*'This, then, is how you should pray:
" 'Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
Yyour kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
"Give us today our daily bread.
2Forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
BAnd lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one." **For if you forgive men when they sin against you,
your heavenly Father will also forgive you. “But if you do not forgive men their sins,
your Father will not forgive your sins.

March 11
Acts 4:24-31 (New International Version)

*When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. "Sovereign
Lord," they said, "you made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in them.
Y ou spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David:
" 'Why do the nations rage

and the peoples plot in vain?
The kings of the earth take their stand

and the rulers gather together

against the Lord

and against his Anointed One.["™® #|ndeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together
with the Gentiles and the people[g] of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy
servant Jesus, whom you anointed. *They did what your power and will had decided
beforehand should happen. *Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants



to speak your word with great boldness. *Stretch out your hand to heal and perform
miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus."

3 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.

March 18
Ephesians 3:14-21 (New International VVersion)

YFor this reason | kneel before the Father, **from whom his whole family®! in heaven
and on earth derives its name. *°I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen
you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, *'so that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith. And | pray that you, being rooted and established in love, *may
have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is
the love of Christ, **and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be
filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us, *'to him be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

March 25

John 17

LAfter Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: "Father, the time has come.
Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2For you granted him authority over all
people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. *Now this is eternal
life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. *I
have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. >And now,
Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory | had with you before the world began.

% have revealed you™ to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours;
you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. "Now they know that everything
you have given me comes from you. ®For | gave them the words you gave me and they
accepted them. They knew with certainty that | came from you, and they believed that
you sent me. °I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have
given me, for they are yours. *°All | have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory
has come to me through them. **1 will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in
the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your
name—the name you gave me—so that they may be one as we are one. **While | was
with them, | protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has



been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. *"|
am coming to you now, but | say these things while I am still in the world, so that they
may have the full measure of my joy within them. **I have given them your word and the
world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than | am of the world.
My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the
evil one. *®They are not of the world, even as | am not of it. *’Sanctify™ them by the
truth; your word is truth. **As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the
world. **For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.

20*My prayer is not for them alone. | pray also for those who will believe in me through
their message, “‘that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and | am in
you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. %I have
given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: #’ in them
and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent
me and have loved them even as you have loved me. “**Father, | want those you have
given me to be with me where |1 am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me
because you loved me before the creation of the world. ?*"Righteous Father, though the
world does not know you, | know you, and they know that you have sent me. *°l have
made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love
you have for me may be in them and that | myself may be in them."

April 1
Matthew 26:36-46 (New International Version)

%Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them,
“Sit here while I go over there and pray." *’He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee
along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. *Then he said to them, "My
soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with
me."

%Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is
possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as | will, but as you will."

“*Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. "Could you men not keep
watch with me for one hour?" he asked Peter. **"Watch and pray so that you will not fall
into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak."

*’He went away a second time and prayed, "My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to
be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done."

*When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy.
30 he left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same
thing.



**Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting?
Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. “°Rise,
let us go! Here comes my betrayer!"



