Sunday, May 4, 2008
Seventh Sunday of Easter

INTRODUCTION

In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in the upper room, waiting for
the Spirit to transform the church around the world. In today's gospel Jesus prays for his followers and for
their mission in his name. Amid religious, social, and economic divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had
with his Father. Made one in baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the world, eager for the unity that
God intends for the whole human family.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW)

O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ
and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

FIRST READING: Acts 1:6-14
Today's reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost.
These verses tell of the risen Lord's conversation with his disciples on the eve of his ascension.

®So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?" "He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by
his own authority. ®But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." *When he had said this,
as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. *°While he was going and
they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. “They said, "Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven."

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a
sabbath day's journey away. “*When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they
were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew,
James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. **All these were constantly
devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as
his brothers.

PSALM: Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36
!Let God arise, and let his ene- ' mies be scattered:;
let those who hate him ! flee before him.
?|_et them vanish like smoke when the wind drives 'it away;
as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the pres- ' ence of God.
®But let the righteous be glad and rejoice ' before God:;
let them also be mer- ' ry and joyful.
“Sing to God, sing praises to his name; exalt him who rides up- ' on the heavens;
YAHWEH is his name, re- ! joice before him!
SFather of orphans, defend- ' er of widows,
God in his holy ' habitation!
%God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners ' into freedom;
but the rebels shall live 'in drly places.
0 God, when you went forth be- "fore your people,
when you marched ! through the wilderness,
8the earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God, the | God of Sinai,
at the presence of God, the ! God of Israel.
®You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon ' your
inheritance;
you refreshed the land when ! it was weary.
%Your people found their 'home in it;



in your goodness, O God, you have made
provision ! for the poor.
Sing to God, O kingdoms ! of the earth;
sing praises ' to the Lord.
*He rides in the heavens, the ' ancient heavens;
he sends forth his voice, his! mighty voice.
% Ascribe pow- 'er to God;
his majests)é is over Israel; his strength is ! in the skies.
How wonderful is God in his ' holy places,
the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! ! Blessed be God!

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Nevertheless, we are to resist the
designs of evil when we experience disparagement from others, because we trust God’s grace will
strengthen and guide us.

Chapter 4

12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though
something strange were happening to you. *But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ's sufferings, so
that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. *If you are reviled for the name of
Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.

Chapter 5

®Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. ‘Cast
all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. ®Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion
your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. °Resist him, steadfast in your
faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of
suffering. '°And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. *To him be the power
forever and ever. Amen.

GOSPEL: John 17:1-11
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that those who continue his
work in this world will live in unity.

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify
your Son so that the Son may glorify you, “since you have given him authority over all people, to give
eternal life to all whom you have given him. *And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. *I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave
me to do. >So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that | had in your presence
before the world existed.

®| have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours,
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. "Now they know that everything you have given
me is from you; ®for the words that you gave to me | have given to them, and they have received them and
know in truth that | came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. °I am asking on their behalf;
I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours.
Al mine are yours, and yours are mine; and 1 have been glorified in them. **And now | am no longer in
the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that
you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.
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COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday, May 4, 2008
Monica, mother of Augustine, died 387

Monica was married to a pagan husband who was ill-tempered and unfaithful, but whom she helped bring
into the Christian faith. She repeated the influence on her son Augustine, who went on to become one of the
greatest church teachers.

Thursday, May 8
Julian of Norwich, renewer of the church, died around 1416

When she was about thirty years old, Julian (or Juliana) reported visions that she later compiled into a
book, Sixteen Revelations of Divine Love, now a classic of medieval mysticism. The visions declared that
love was the meaning of religious experience, provided by Christ who is love, for the purpose of love.

Thursday, May 8
Victor the Moor, martyr, died 303 (TFF)

Also known as Victor Maurus, this native of the northwest African nation of Mauritania was a soldier in the
Roman Praetorian Guard. Under the persecution of Maximian, Victor died for his faith at Milan.

Friday, May 9
Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church, hymnwriter, died 1760

When he was 22, a group of Moravians asked permission to live on Zinzendorf's land. He agreed, and
eventually worldwide Moravian missions emanated from this community. Zinzendorf participated in these
missions, and is also remembered for writing hymns characteristic of his Pietistic faith.
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